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Garriott looks to the stars 
 
By Jeff Mullin 
Senior Writer 
 
Important visitors sometimes are given rides in jets at Vance Air Force Base. For most it is a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience.  
 

Such was not the case for retired astronaut and Enid native Owen K. Garriott Friday when he 
took a ride in a T-38C piloted by 25th Flying Training Squadron instructor pilot Capt. Ric 
"Midnight" Hoyt.  
 
Garriott is himself a former T-38 instructor pilot and has logged more than 2,000 hours in the 
Talon.  
 
"We did about every maneuver and maybe a few that are not," Garriott joked after his flight. 
"We did loops and barrel rolls and Immelmans and split-S's. We ran out of new ones to try. We 
had to start over again."  
 
Garriott is back home to participate in the Space Station Imagination exhibit at Leonardo's 
Discovery Warehouse, which he helped found. He will greet visitors during "Space Adventure 
Day" today. At 11 a.m., visitors can have their pictures taken with Garriott.  
 
Garriott also will celebrate his 73rd birthday today.  
 
The exhibit is a mockup of the International Space Station. Garriott participated in two 
precursors to the ISS, Skylab and Spacelab.  
 
Garriott spent 59 days, 11 hours and nine minutes in space on the Skylab 3 mission between July 
28 and Sept. 25, 1973, then flew again 10 years later on Spacelab I, during which he was part of 
the first international crew aboard a shuttle mission. The shuttle in which he flew in 1983 - 
Columbia - tragically disintegrated on re-entry Feb. 1, putting the future of America's manned 
space program on hold.  
 
America should return to space as soon as possible, Garriott said.  
 
"We clearly have to get the orbiter back into flight in order to complete the construction of the 
space station," he said. "There are several of the heavy modules that are all prepared, built, 
tested, just waiting to be launched. We need to get the shuttle back in flight just as soon as we 
possibly can."  
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In the next breath, however, Garriott said the shuttle's useful life is nearing an end.  
 
"We need to get a replacement for the orbiter so it can be retired from its current activity of 
launching people and hardware together," said Garriott. "We need a smaller vehicle, now call-ed 
an orbital space plane. That will probably be a design capable of taking about four people back 
and forth to and from space."  
 
The OSP, Garriott said, will have one important feature the shuttle fleet lacks - the ability to 
separate and fly away from the launch vehicle in case of an emergency.  
 
"It's called a pad abort capability," he said. "We had that on Apollo, the Russians have had it 
forever, and we passed that opportunity up when we designed the orbiter some 25 years ago."  
 
Garriott called the space shuttle "A very fine vehicle, a very reliable vehicle," despite the 
Challenger and Columbia disasters.  
 
"We went over 85 flights without a catastrophe, without a mistake," said Garriott. "That's a good 
record. Unfortunately it's not good enough."  
 
Garriott and all his fellow Skylab astronauts save one, Pete Conrad, who was killed in a 
motorcycle accident four years ago, gathered last week in Huntsville, Ala., to mark the 30th 
anniversary of Skylab.  
 
When asked if the space program had come as far as he envisioned 30 years ago, Garriott said, 
"Easy answer, no. Thirty years ago we would have estimated that we would be well along our 
way to a Mars trip. Unfortunately, politics and the provision of money as the result of the 
politics, has hampered progress. We didn't have the NASA leadership that could make the case 
NASA needed more money."  
 
Beyond completion of the International Space Station and the development of an orbital space 
plane, Garriott foresees manned space exploration reaching out beyond Earth orbit.  
 
"I think beyond the next 10 years, we will certainly consider whether to go to the moon first or 
go on to Mars," said Garriott.  
 
These days Garriott is an adjunct professor of University of Alabama-Huntsville, working in 
biological sciences.  
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"That's a completely new discipline for me," said Garriott, who has a doctorate in electrical 
engineering. "The young folks are having to teach me something about biological sciences."  
 
Garriott is involved with the study of microbes known as "extremeophiles," or those that thrive 
in extreme conditions, such as exist in Antarctica or at the bottom of the sea.  
 
"Then we work in laboratory there to try to understand where they come from," he said, "and 
hopefully learn a little bit more about how they have evolved, give some clue as to whether or 
not they might even exist on other planets, and begin to explore, when we finally get out there, 
whether or not they might have come to the Earth or the Earth might have gone to them."  
 
Garriott might spend his time on Earth these days, but his thoughts, it seems, are never far from 
space. 
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91 homeowners to receive assistance with noise reduction 
 
By Robert Barron 
 
Staff Writer 
 
A total of 91 homeowners in Enid will receive assistance in making their homes quieter, 
according to a resolution by the Enid City Commission. 
 
Enid Planning Administrator Chris Bauer said the homes are located in the Gray Ridge, 
Meadows and Richland Acres additions. 
 
Homeowners to be assisted with the cost of improvements are in areas most affected by the noise 
created by aircraft taking off and landing at Vance Air Force Base. 
 
Work that will be reimbursed is set out in a 1989 study by Wyle Laboratories, Bauer said. The 
study was commissioned by the Navy and Federal Aviation Administration and is used by the 
Air Force to determine how to quiet the noise created by Air Force planes. 
 
Homeowners will be compensated for wall and attic insulation, door and window replacement, 
and storm doors and windows, Bauer said. 
 
"The most effective is door and window insulation, according to Wyle," Bauer said. 
 
Those measures also will help homes be more energy efficient, he said. 
 
The homes in affected areas were determined by a March 2003 Air Installation Compatible Use 
Zones study. 
 
The study is conducted by the Air Force periodically in communities near bases to determine the 
amount of noise aircraft are making at the base. The Enid study was done because new training 
aircraft will be arriving at Vance in the next couple of years. The T-6A will replace the T-37B 
and is scheduled to be-gin arriving at Vance in 2005. 
 
Homeowners living in areas where the noise level is between 75 and 80 decibels will receive 75 
percent reimbursement up to $7,500, Bauer said. Those in the 70-75 decibel range will be 
reimbursed 60 percent, up to $2,500. 
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The Air Force study determined which homes were in the areas of highest decibel reading. The 
Vance Development Authority established a program to assist homeowners in those areas with 
improvements to reduce the amount of noise, and the program was approved by the Enid City 
Commission, which provides the funding. 
 
Garfield County Assessor's Office provided the names of the property owners, and Bauer sent 
letters inviting them to a meeting to discuss the program. 
 
Two meetings have been held do date.  
 
"We'll see how things go. We have $50,000 this year," Bauer said. 
 
A total $250,000 is available for the assistance, with a budget of $50,000 a year for a five-year 
period. 
 
One homeowner already has completed the abatement work on his home and submitted his bill 
to Bauer for reimbursement. 
 
Between the two meetings, Bauer said he has talked to about 37 of the property owners and will 
continue the effort every year. 
 
The AICUZ ordinance establishing the new zones will be on the city commission agenda Dec. 16 
for approval. 
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Bush signs off on $15 million project at Vance 
 
Staff and wire reports 
 
Vance Air Force Base will be out of the "red" in time for the next round of base closures in 2005. 
 
President George W. Bush signed a $9.3 billion military construction bill Saturday that includes 
$15 million for a consolidated logistics center at Vance. 
 
A member of Vance Development Authority and a statewide task force to protect Oklahoma's 
military bases said the Vance project will take care of the last "red-rated" infrastructure issue in 
advance of the next round of base closures. 
 
"This was the last critical infrastructure need at the base," said Mike Cooper, former Enid mayor. 
 
The logistics facility will bring together operations currently housed in 14 World War II-era 
buildings on the base. The logistics center will provide adequate space for processing and storage 
of aircraft spare parts, supplies, equipment, materials and furnishings. 
 
Cooper said the new center will increase efficiency at the base, making it possible for Vance 
personnel to do a better job at things they already do well. 
 
Design and engineering work on the logistics center should start after the first of the year, 
Cooper said. 
 
"They'll try to fast-track that one because of the importance that it has," he said. 
 
The logistics center will be added to an impressive list of construction projects at the base, 
including improvements to Elam Road, additional housing and a new T-1 hangar. 
 
"It's a construction site at Vance Air Force Base," Cooper said of the projects totaling more than 
$50 million. 
 
Cooper said the jobs created by those projects and the materials purchased for them will have a 
major impact on Enid's economy, in addition to safeguarding Vance's future. 
 
"It's a plus all the way around," he said. 
 
Cooper said the latest project is coming because a large group of people have paid close attention 
to the base's needs. 
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Vance officials let people involved in protecting its future know about such needs, then requests 
are passed along to the state's Congressional delegation. 
 
Cooper said U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe fought to get the Vance project included in the Senate version 
of the military construction bill, while Rep. Tom Cole was "instrumental" in making sure it was 
part of the bill that came out of a conference committee. The project originally was not in the 
House version of the bill. 
 
Cooper said Sen. Don Nickles and Rep. Frank Lucas also helped secure funding for the Vance 
project. 
 
The total amount of the construction bill is $1.4 billion below last year's level, but $200 million 
more than Bush's request. Lawmakers added more than 100 projects for military facilities in their 
home districts - money that the president had not sought. 
 
One of the final disputes that had delayed passage was resolved earlier this month when 
congressional bargainers agreed to split earmarks - money directed to specific home-district 
projects - 53 percent for the Senate and 47 percent for the House. 
 
Earlier versions of the bill set aside roughly $700 million for Senate projects and $400 million 
for House earmarks. 
 
The Vance project was part of more than $96 million work of construction at Oklahoma military 
installations. 
 
Other Oklahoma projects included in the bill are: 
 
$13 million for construction of a consolidated maintenance complex at Fort Sill, as well as $3.5 
million for a modified record firing range, $2 million for an urban assault course and more than 
$25 million for 120 new housing units. 
 
$1.4 million for C-17 modified simulator bays at Altus Air Force Base, as well as $3.09 million 
for the privatization of 966 housing units. 
 
$19.06 million for building revitalization at Tinker Air Force Base in Midwest City, as well as 
$14.3 million for a housing privatization project. 
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Votes good news for Vance's future 
 
Two votes by the Enid City Commission last week reaffirmed the close relationship between the 
city and Vance Air Force Base. 
 
The commission approved a housing agreement that will help Vance enlisted personnel who 
need assistance as they are forced to live in town while 59 new on-base housing units are being 
constructed. 
 
The Vance Housing Assistance Program provides qualified enlisted personnel with financial 
assistance to pay their rent while Vance replaces the base housing units. The new units are 
scheduled to be completed by February 2005. The housing program will cost some $45,000 over 
15 months. 
 
The housing program is part of Vance Vision 2025, an ambitious plan for expanding and 
upgrading base facilities over the next two decades. The new houses not only will improve living 
conditions for personnel on the base, but should work in Vance's favor when the next Base 
Realignment and Closure round is held in 2005. 
 
The commission also approved a transfer of money to help pay for noise reductions in the Air 
Installation Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ). The AICUZ study developed a set of noise contours 
around the base. 
 
The noise reduction program developed by the Vance Development Authority will help home 
owners - whose homes fall within certain noise levels because of Vance aircraft flying overhead 
- pay for the cost of home improvements to reduce the impact of the noise. The cost of the 
program is $250,000, to be spread over five years. 
 
People whose homes are in the AICUZ zones will get money to help pay for improvements like 
new windows and doors, storm windows and doors and increased ceiling and wall insulation. 
The amount home owners receive will be based on the amount of noise caused by Vance jets in 
their neighborhood. 
 
We think any investment in Vance is an investment in Enid's future. The noise reduction 
program will help make life more pleasant for residents living in the base's flight pattern, as well 
as enabling the base to continue its mission of training the next generation of American military 
pilots without interruption. 
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Another bit of good news for the base came recently when the U.S. Senate unanimously 
approved a military construction appropriations bill that includes $15 million for a consolidated 
logistics center at Vance. 
 
The logistics facility, another element of Vance Vision 2025, will bring together operations 
currently housed in 14 World War II-era buildings on the base. The center will provide needed 
space for processing and storage of aircraft spare parts, supplies, equipment, materials and 
furnishings. 
 
With an estimated direct economic impact of $172 million, Vance is a driving force behind 
Enid's financial health. We applaud the actions of the commission and the Congress as positive 
steps toward assuring Enid and Vance will remain partners in the sky for many years to come. 
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